
Super Helpful 
Features in Cognos 
12 You May Not 
Know About



o Introductions

o Local file bursting

oMultiple gateway configuration

oDefault parameters for report testing

oReplacements for Query/Analysis Studio

oAbout Senturus

oQ&A

Agenda



What version of Cognos 
Analytics are you 
running?

oCA 12.0

oCA 11.2

oCA 11.1

oCA 11.0

o10/8

Poll #1



What’s preventing you 
from upgrading?

oNothing, already did

o IE and QS/AS limitations

oCost

oNeed help

Poll #2



Introductions

TODD SCHUMAN
Practice Lead – Installations, Upgrades and 

Performance Tuning

Senturus, Inc.

PAT POWERS
BI Trainer and Consultant

Senturus, Inc.



Click Q&A at 

the bottom of 

your screen

Questions?



To get this presentation

Visit the Knowledge 

Center on 

Senturus.com 

to download this 

presentation.

senturus.com/resources



Bursting to local filesystem



How to 
setup

o Not limited to Cognos 12 

o Available since Cognos 10

o Setup root in Cognos configuration

o Local drive on Cognos server

o Mapped network drive

o Define subfolders

o Schedule reports

o Optional: 

o Add scripts to move files



Root folder

• Cognos configuration

• Local drive or network drive

• Make sure Windows Service has read/write

• Network: file://\\NetworkServer\Folder

• Restart Cognos to take effect

file://NetworkServer/Folder


Admin Console → Configuration → Dispatchers

Setup sub folders



Run in Background → Define Local Folder Path

Schedule reports



Next steps

Scripts to move reports
o SharePoint

o SFTP

Setup cloud storage
o Amazon S3

Secure sensitive folders



Multiple gateways



Custom 
login 
pages

oOne for each namespace

oRemove need for user to 
pick from dropdown

oHide existence of other 
groups to users

oAdmin login to log into 
multiple namespaces



New folder for each gateway component

Install additional gateways



Create IIS 
alias
Use Script to create new 

alias for each gateway



Setup 
Cognos 

config
Define the gateway 

namespace for each 
namespace from Cognos 

server configuration



Setup 
server 

variable
on 

Header in 
IIS



Default 
parameters



Smart default 
parameters

Date logic

o First of month

o Last of month

o Yesterday

Default to top customer

o Avoid hard coded/static values

o Use data to drive selections



Parameters in 
report



Define default 
values 

o Use report expression 

logic

o Use value from queries



Replacements for 
Query/Analysis Studio 



Report settings

Disable

o Show new data container dialog

oGuided report layout

Set page view

o Page preview

Adjust settings for model

o Show members for dimensional packages

oCreate sets

o Insert children



Create and 
customize 

roles



Bulk 
Converter



Demo



Get help 
upgrading & optimizing Cognos

• End-to-end 

implementation

• Quick start

• Mentoring

Support to fit

your needs

• Fix stability issues

• Setup new data 

sources

• Report 

development

• Performance tuning

Additional services

Senturus.com/cognos-upgrade



senturus.com/resources

Events and resources

Cognos to Power BI: 

Accelerating 

Timelines & 

Business Value

MAY 9

Q&A: Microsoft 

Power Automate

MAY 22

Cognos Analytics 

Performance Tuning 

Tips

ON DEMAND

Drag & Drop Cognos 

Data in Power BI or 

Tableau

JULY 18



Additional resources

INSIDER 

VIEWPOINTS

TECHNICAL 

TIPS

PRODUCT 

DEMOS

UNBIASED 

REVIEWS

senturus.com/resources



Cloud governance 

dashboards

Modern BI: accelerated & accessible

Governance & 

security

Data culture

Vision/strategy
Content ownership

& management

Performance & 

scalability

Training & user 

support

AI/ML 

enablement

Solution development



History of 
success

23 years

1400+ clients

3000+ projects



Q&A

If your question or 

issue is broader than 

what we can answer 

today, contact us at:

info@senturus.com

and we will set up a 

free consultation.



info@senturus.com

www.senturus.com

1-888-601-6010

Thank You!
Let’s keep in touch

Senturus, Inc.

© 2024 by Senturus, Inc. This presentation may not be reused or distributed 

without the written consent of Senturus, Inc.
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