
Cool Power BI Functionality You 
May Not Know About
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Questions?
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Submit questions

in this section

Click Q&A at the 

bottom of your screen
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To obtain this presentation

Visit the Knowledge 

Center on the

Senturus website 

to download this 

presentation and 

explore other assets:

senturus.com/resources



Agenda

•Introductions

•Calculation groups

•Object-level security

•Using field parameters

•On object interactions

•Power Query Web connector

•Senturus overview and additional resources

•Q&A



•Pat Powers

•BI Consultant and Trainer

Senturus, Inc.

Introductions



Poll

How do you discover new Power BI features (select all that apply)?

• Official Microsoft Power BI blog

• Power BI community

• Release notes

• Power BI social media channels

• Senturus!



Fun new stuff!

•It’s easy to get into a rut when 
developing analytical reports

•You might miss features and 
gems that could save you time!



Collection of items

Requires Tabular Editor 

(external tool) tabulareditor.com

Helps to reduce 

redundancy in your models

Calculation groups

http://www.tabulareditor.com/


Calculation groups 
demo
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Object-level security (OLS)

Requires Tabular Editor 

tabulareditor.com

Metadata and object names 

can be suppressed

Allows modelers to secure 

specific tables or columns

Not native to Power BI like RLS

http://www.tabulareditor.com/


Object-level 
security demo
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Using field 
parameters

Allow users to create 

dynamic reports based on 

dimension values

Helps to reduce number of 

objects or reports to be 

developed

Built in without needing to 

write complex DAX!



Field parameters 
demo
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On object interactions

Allows developers to place controls directly on visuals for things 

such as:

Adding fields

Changing 

viz type

Formatting

text



On object interactions 
demo
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Power Query Web connector

Different 

levels of 

authentication 

can be used

Modelers can 

retrieve data 

from external 

sites

Timeouts 

and http 

request 

headers can 

be specified

Can be done 

through the 

Power BI 

service using 

the on-premise 

gateway



Power Query Web 
connector demo
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In summary

• Staying on top of new features is beneficial:

• Create engaging reports and dashboards

• New visuals allow for user friendly reports

• Stay ahead of the competition

• New features can lead to faster analysis and better decision making

• Expand your skillset

• Stay motivated by growing your skills

• Have fun!!

• Learning new features can be challenging and rewarding!



Additional resources

Insider viewpointsTechnical tipsUnbiased product reviews

Product demos Upcoming eventsMore on this subject



Upcoming events

•Chat with Pat: Building Data Modules in Cognos
Wednesday, June 21, 11am PT/2pm ET

•Chat with Pat: Power BI Datamarts
Wednesday, July 19, 11am PT/2pm ET

•Register at senturus.com/events



Decisions and actionsBusiness needs

Modern BI: accelerated & accessible

Analysis-ready data



A long, strong history of success

22 years

1400+ clients

3000+ projects



Join the
Senturus team

We’re hiring talented and experienced professionals

• Managing Consultant

• Senior Microsoft BI Consultant

See job descriptions: https://senturus.com/why-senturus/careers/

Send your resume to: jobs@senturus.com

https://senturus.com/why-senturus/careers/
mailto:jobs@senturus.com


Q & A

•If your question or issue 

is broader than what we 

are able to answer today, 

contact us at:

• info@senturus.com

•and we will set up a 

free consultation.
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Thank You


