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Questions?
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Submit questions

Q&A at the bottom of 

your screen
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To obtain this presentation

Visit the Knowledge 

Center on the

Senturus website 

to download this 

presentation and 

explore other assets:

senturus.com/resources



Agenda

•Introductions​

•What are “dashboards”

•Breakdown of dashboards in each tool

•Demos

•Senturus overview​ and additional resources​

•Q&A



•Pat Powers

•Data Scientist, Consultant and Trainer

Senturus, Inc.

Introductions



Poll 

Which BI tool(s) does your organization currently use? (Select all 
that apply)

• Power BI

• Cognos

• Tableau

• Other

• Don’t know

6



What is a dashboard?

• Regardless of tool, there are commonalities

• A dashboard is collection of objects (widgets, reports, 

buttons, etc.) on one or more pages (tabs) allowing you to 

quickly and easily see data

• Dashboards should convey summary information providing 

a conduit to detailed underlayers



What is a dashboard?

• Dashboards are unique from reports as they can contain 

data from multiple data sources

• This is one of the big distinctions between a true dashboard 

and a “dashboard style” report



What is a dashboard?

Dashboard style report

Power BI dashboard



Power BI, Cognos & 
Tableau

The details



Features & functions



Interactive summary



Power BI



Power BI core concepts & workflow

Data 
Sources

Model

Report

Power BI Desktop

Queries

• The Dataset consists of two object types:

– The Queries are definitions of how to 
extract and transform data sources, 
accessed via connectors

– The Model is a definition of tables, 
relationships, columns, and measures

• The Report presents data from the 
dataset on one or more pages of visuals

• The Dashboard presents 
visuals, pinned from reports

• The App Workspace is the draft 
container for these objects

• The App is the user-facing 
container for these objects

• The Gateway lets the Service 
connect back to data sources

Power BI Service

Dashboard

Dataset

App

Analyze in Excel

Consume visuals

Create visuals

User actionsApp Workspace



Cognos



Cognos data module flow



Cognos dashboard



Tableau



Tableau products



Tableau ecosystem



Demos



Three tools, same dataset



Comparison central

Coming: comprehensive comparison matrix

• Data Wrangling Comparison: 
Power BI, Cognos & Tableau

• Data Preparation: Power BI vs. 
Cognos vs. Tableau

• 5 Areas Power BI Outshines 
Tableau

• Data Modeling Comparison: 
Power BI, Tableau & Cognos

• Comparing the AI Features in 
Power BI, Tableau & Cognos

https://senturus.com/topic/cross-vendor-comparisons/

https://senturus.com/topic/cross-vendor-comparisons/


Additional resources

Insider viewpointsTechnical tipsUnbiased product reviews

Product demos Upcoming eventsMore on this subject



Upcoming event

• Tips for Installing Cognos 11.2.4
• Thursday, Feb 9, 11am PT/2pm ET

•Register: https://senturus.com/events/tips-for-installing-cognos-11-2-4/



Decisions and actionsBusiness needs

Modern BI: accelerated & accessible

Analysis-ready data



A long, strong history of success

22 years

1350+ clients

3000+ projects
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Join the
Senturus team

We’re hiring talented and experienced professionals

• Senior Data Warehouse/Cognos BI Consultant

• Senior Microsoft BI Consultant

See job descriptions: https://senturus.com/why-senturus/careers/

Send your resume to: jobs@senturus.com

https://senturus.com/why-senturus/careers/
mailto:jobs@senturus.com


Q & A

•If your question or issue 

is broader than what we 

are able to answer today, 

contact us at:

• info@senturus.com

•and we will set up a 

free consultation.
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Thank You


