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Agenda

•Introductions

•What is bimodal analytics?

•How do we leverage the Cognos metadata?

•3 Methods to leverage Cognos data in Tableau & Power BI

•Senturus overview​ and additional resources​

•Q&A
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Poll #1

•Which BI platforms are currently used in your organization? 
(Select all that apply)

• Cognos

• Power BI

• Tableau

• Qlik

• Other
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Poll #2

•Long term, which BI platforms does your organization plan 

to use? (Select all that apply)

• Cognos

• Power BI

• Tableau

• Other
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• Many organizations maintain a ‘legacy’ Cognos 

implementation

• Organizations have decided to move to Mode 2 

type tools:
• Tableau

• Power BI

Today’s discussion
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Mode 1: bimodal analytics

• Linear: predictable, accurate and 

stabile

• Traditional enterprise reporting

• Trusted governed, quality data

• Limited flexibility

• Limited self-service or visual 

exploration 

• Data warehouse can take time to 

develop

• IT bottlenecks
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Mode 2: bimodal analytics

• Allows for business-driven data 

analysis and discovery

• Iterative by nature

• Emphasizes agility and speed

• Visual data exploration

• Governed and non-governed data

Issues

• Mix of governed and non-governed 

data.

• Non-central or duplicate metadata.
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Analytics architecture

• Centralized data warehouse 

• Data dictionary 

• Acknowledge that both types 

of analytic tools are important

• Cognos for mode 1

• Tableau &/or Power BI for mode 2

BUT what about the analytics 

metadata???
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Poll #3 

•How do your Power BI and Tableau users currently access 

data? (Select all that apply)

• Directly from data sources

• From a data warehouse or other data store

• Downloading from Cognos into a CSV file (or similar)

• Other
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BI metadata

• Maps physical structures to logical business names

• Isolates users from the complexity of the database

• Cognos FM has mapped the physical structures to data governed metadata



Multiple tools multiple metadata layers
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Why you shouldn’t (re)-create metadata

15



Cognos as a metadata source
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CSV extract

• Extract simple list reports to CSV format.

• Download 

• Import into Tableau/Power BI.
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Leverage Cognos produced SQL

• Use an existing Cognos List Report that is sourced 

from a database.

• Copy/edit the produced SQL.

• Paste into Tableau/Power BI as a data source.



The Senturus Analytics Connector

Visual analytics users can connect directly to the Cognos  

application layers, giving them instant access to high quality data.
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Wrap-Up

• Those organizations with legacy Cognos implementations 

can still leverage existing Cognos metadata to quickly 

deploy Tableau and Power BI models.

• The Senturus Analytics Connector can help speed up the 

deployment of these tools and still leverage governed 

metadata.
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Learn more about the
Senturus Analytics Connector

Read an overview

View demo for Power BI

View demo for Tableau
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https://senturus.com/products/analytics-connector/
https://senturus.com/connect-power-bi-to-cognos-data/
https://senturus.com/demo-senturus-enterprise-bi-connector-for-tableau/


Additional resources
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Insider viewpointsTechnical tipsUnbiased product reviews

Product demos Upcoming eventsMore on this subject



Upcoming events

•Power BI Gateway: Understanding, Installing, Configuring

• Thursday, Apr 28, 2022, 11am PT/2pm ET 

• https://senturus.com/events/power-bi-gateway-understanding-installing-configuring/

•Cognos Analytics Performance Tuning

• Thursday, May 12, 2022, 11am PT/2pm ET 

• https://senturus.com/events/cognos-analytics-performance-tuning/
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Decisions and actionsBusiness needs

Modern BI: accelerated & accessible
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Analysis-ready data



A long, strong history of success

•21+ years

•1350+ clients

•3000+ projects
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Join the
Senturus team

We’re hiring talented and experienced professionals

• Senior Microsoft BI Consultant

• Senior Data Warehouse/Cognos BI Consultant

See job descriptions: https://Senturus.com/why-Senturus/careers/

Send your resume to: jobs@Senturus.com



Q & A

•If your question or issue 

is broader than what we 

are able to answer today, 

contact us at:

• info@senturus.com

•and we will set up a 

free consultation.
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