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To obtain this presentation

Visit the Knowledge 

Center on the

Senturus website 

to download this 

presentation and 

explore other assets:

senturus.com/resources
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Agenda

• Introductions

• What’s new in Cognos 11.2.1

• Additional resources and Senturus overview

• Q&A
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Director
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Poll #1 

What version of Cognos are you using?

• Before Cognos 10

• Cognos 10

• Cognos 11.0.x

• Cognos 11.1.x

• Cognos 11.2.0
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Poll #2

What are your biggest challenges with Cognos? (Select all 
that apply)

• Enabling/adoption of self service

• Performance/report sprawl/general clean up

• Data migrations to the cloud 

• Running hybrid environments

• Licensing right-sizing/licensing matching current use
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Cognos Analytics 11.2.1
New Features
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• UX Revamp

• AI Assistant and Forecasting support for OLAP cubes

• New dashboard visualizations: Boxplot and Radar

• More homepage customization options

• Improved Watson Studio integration 

• Introducing Watson Moments

• S3 for TLS certificates

• Faster loading of dashboards
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• IBM Cognos Analytics with Watson

• On-demand cloud reduced to 2 lower-cost tiers

• New Mobile only license for $5 

• 3D maps and hex bin grouping

• Dremio and IBM Cloud SQL Query as a supported data source 

• Tabbed report performance improvements

• New donut visualization



Overview: With 11.2.1, we are adding the “With Watson” to the 
product name.

Goal: The goal is to (1) elevate the Cognos brand; (2) emphasize the 
direction for Cognos: AI and Cloud.

Main Themes:

[Better Together], [AI vision for BI]

[Welcome Cognos Analytics to the Watson family]
Highlighting Better Together with Watson Studio, Watson Machine 
Learning, Watson Knowledge Catalog, Watson Assistant, Cloud Pak 
for Data, and other integrations and AI capabilities, including 
Watson Moments.

Our vision: how AI will make the traditional BI tasks easier



On-demand cloud is being reduced to 2 lower-cost tiers:

• Standard (authoring and consuming dashboards) - $10 / month

• Premium (with support for reporting, exploration, etc) - $40 / month

Our lowest tier ever: Analytics for Mobile Users

• $5 / month, access Cognos exclusively using the Cognos Analytics Mobile app

• For On-premise and Cloud Hosted

• All other tiers also include mobile entitlement



Performance improvement for tabbed reports

Consumers can easily copy values from an HTML report output

Windows app for consuming Active Reports

Visualization improvements

3D mapping and HexBin grouping

Search&Select prompt for data module

Batch report performance details



Donut example with

• Altered hole radius

• Changed start and end angle

• Value label format and positions set

• Border and padding options changed



Symbol options for legends

Circle

Donut

Donut plus

Diamond

Line

Line dashed

Rectangle vertical

Square

Square hatched

Star

Triangle down

Triangle left

Triangle right

Triangle up



X Axis label orientation

Automatic

Horizontal

Vertical

Rotate

Stagger



Bullet visualization orientation

Horizontal

Vertical



New properties allowing tabs to render individually.



Report performance details can be enabled when running reports in background in all 
supported formats.

Using IPPA in IBM Cognos Analytics 11.2

Note: The most important item is you need to define DISP.zipi.IPAEnabled=true in the 
classic admin advanced settings. 

https://www.ibm.com/support/pages/node/6457641


Search & Select prompt is available when using data modules as the source.



Copy values on HTML report outputs



Hex bin grouping for point location and Latitude and Longitude location provide information 
to better visualize high density data sets



3D map view location information to better visualize high density data sets



3D map views and hex bin grouping for point location information to better visualize high 
density data sets



Event Studio support for Chrome browser

Content navigation appears in the switcher

More state persistence in Content Navigation, so everything always looks like how you last left it

Compliance with IBM Accessibility 7.2 standards

Filters are persisted as a part of saved searches

Easier rename, just a simple context-menu action

Improved UI to select WKC catalogs on schema import in the Watson Knowledge Catalog 
connection.

Added TLS 1.3 support . Deprecation of TLS 1.1 and TLS  1.2. 



Adding Dremio as a supported data source so you can run accelerated data lake queries on 

NoSQL & Hadoop sources, local and distributed filesystems, and databases like:

Azure Data Lake Store

Amazon S3

Amazon Glue

Google Cloud Storage

HDFS

NAS

MapR-FS

Local filesystems

Elasticsearch

Amazon Elasticsearch 

Service

Hive

HBase

MongoDB

Postgres

MySQL

Oracle

Microsoft SQL Server

IBM DB2 (Not 

Supported)

Amazon Redshift

Teradata (Beta)

*Not yet available on Cognos Analytics on Cloud On Demand



Adding IBM Cloud SQL Query as a supported data source so you can query files located in 

IBM Cloud Object Storage locations.



Get help expanding self-service user 
adoption and reducing admin & cost

• Optimize data models and governance to support self-service

• Improve performance

• Efficiently clean up Cognos content with our proprietary report utility 

• Run Cognos in concert with another BI platform

• Right-size Cognos licensing

• Upgrade to Cognos 11

•https://senturus.com/technologies/ibm-cognos-consulting/modernizing-cognos/
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Additional resources
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Insider viewpointsTechnical tipsUnbiased product reviews

Product demos Upcoming eventsMore on this subject



Upcoming event

•Easily Connect Power BI & Tableau to Cognos Data 

•Senturus Analytics Connector demo

•Thursday, Nov 4, 2021, 11am PT/2pm ET 
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Your path to modern BI 

Accelerating self-service analytics for 

the enterprise
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Decisions and actionsBusiness needs

Bridging the gap
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Analysis-ready data



Full spectrum of BI services

• Data preparation and modern data warehousing  

• Dashboards, reporting and visualizations in Power BI, 
Cognos and Tableau

• Hybrid BI environments (migrations, security, etc.)

• Software to accelerate bimodal BI and migrations

• BI services and support retainer (expertise on demand)

• Training and mentoring
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Complete BI training
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Instructor-led online courses Self-paced learning

MentoringTailored group sessions



A long, strong history of success 

•20+ years

•1350+ clients

•3000+ projects
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Join the
Senturus team

Send your resume to jobs@senturus.com

We’re hiring talented and experienced professionals

• Senior Cognos BI Architect/Project Manager

• Modern Analytics Solution Architect

• Senior Microsoft BI Architect

• ETL Developer

• And more

See job descriptions: https://senturus.com/company/business-analytics-careers/

mailto:jobs@senturus.com
https://senturus.com/company/business-analytics-careers/


Q & A

•If your question or issue 

is broader than what we 

are able to answer today, 

contact us at:

• info@senturus.com

•and we will set up a 

free consultation.
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www.senturus.com 888-601-6010 info@senturus.com

Thank You


