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Dashboards or Reports?
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To obtain this presentation

Visit the Resource Library 

on the Senturus website 

to download this presentation 

and explore other assets:

senturus.com/resources
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Agenda

• Introductions

• Dashboarding use case overview

• Reporting use case overview

• Demos

• Comparisons

• Additional resources and Senturus overview

• Q&A
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Introductions

•Patrick Powers
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•Data Scientist, Consultant and Trainer
Senturus, Inc.

•Michael Weinhauer
•Director of Training and Content
Senturus, Inc.



Poll

Does your organization currently use dashboards? (Select all 
that apply)

• Yes, in Cognos

• Yes, in Tableau

• Yes, in Power BI

• Yes, in a different BI platform

• No
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Dashboard use case
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Dashboard use case overview

Dashboards are meant to answer questions in primarily a 

visual format 
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Dashboard use case overview

• It’s about making data accessible and easy for a user of any 

skill level

• Dashboards can be as simple or complex as needed to 

answer the business question

• Dashboards can be static or interactive as appropriate for 

the information presented 
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Dashboard use case overview

• Almost any data source can be leveraged for a dashboard:

• Framework Manager packages

• Data modules

• Uploaded XLSX or CSV files

• Data sets

• Multiple data sources can be leveraged for a single 

dashboard
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Dashboard use case overview

• Dashboards can be for a single person looking to answer 

an immediate question or be made to distribute to a larger 

group 

• The amount of formatting done to a dashboard will depend 

on how the dashboard will be used

• In the current version of Cognos Analytics, dashboards 

have reached near technical par with reporting, but there 

are still limitations
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Dashboard use case overview

• Dashboards do not allow for as much granular control over 
objects as reports

• Unable to work at the query level

• Can’t leverage joins, unions or intersections directly

• No prompting controls for advanced prompt functions

• Macros for security or OLAP development are not available

• Formatting options are more restricted
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Reporting use case
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Reporting use case overview

• Reporting is usually 

more targeted than 

a dashboard

• Reports can be a 

single page or 

dozens of pages
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Reporting use case overview

• A report may not always be 

a visualization

• Reports can have 

visualizations, lists, data 

tables, crosstabs, 

singletons, and more for the 

data containers

14



Reporting use case overview

• A typical report author is building a report to be distributed

• Reporting allows for more complex data sources such as 

raw SQL

• Advanced authors can leverage capabilities such as joins, 

unions or intersections
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Dashboard demo 1
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Dashboard demo 2
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Reporting demo 1
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Reporting demo 2
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Reporting demo 3
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Dashboards vs. reporting

If there are so many similarities, why use reporting over 
dashboards?

• More granular control with reports

• Advanced scheduling options not available for dashboards

• Prompting more in-depth

• Reports can be made to emulate dashboards as shown in 
the demo, but the report gives more flexibility and control

• Drill-through functionality expanded with more features in 
reporting
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Dashboards vs. reporting

Reporting provides more technical capabilities

• Complex calculated fields with macros and functions

• Ability to manipulate data at the query level

• Advanced filtering options for both Detail and Summary level filters

• Parameters can be added and customized

• More data container options available

• Allows for creation of briefing books with table of contents, 
hyperlinks and bookmarks

• Can add in HTML JavaScript, API function calls

• Leverage raw SQL to work with any source environment
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Additional resources
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Insider viewpointsTechnical tipsUnbiased product reviews

Product demos Upcoming eventsMore on this subject



More Cognos Dashboarding & 
Reporting Resources

On-demand webinars

Cognos Reporting Tools Feature Set 

Comparison 

How to Successfully Implement Self-

Service Analytics
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Training

Dashboards, Explorations & Stories

private or self-paced

Professional Report Authoring, 

Advanced 

private or self-paced

https://senturus.com/resources/how-to-successfully-implement-self-service-analytics/
https://senturus.com/training/course-schedule/dashboards-explorations-stories/
https://senturus.com/product/cognos-analytics-v11-dashboards-explorations-and-stories/
https://senturus.com/training/course-schedule/cognos-advanced-report-authoring-v11/
https://senturus.com/product/cognos-advanced-authoring/


Upcoming events

•Eliminate Manual Cognos Audits. Radically Streamline Migrations.

• See a live demo of the Migration Assistant

• Thursday, Sep 30, 11am PT/2pm ET

• Register: https://senturus.com/?p=14415

•Using Python with Power BI 

• Leveraging Python to increase Power BI capabilities

• Thursday, Oct 14, 11am PT/2pm ET

• Register: https://senturus.com/?p=14471
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https://senturus.com/?p=14415
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Your path to modern BI 
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Accelerating self-service analytics 

for the enterprise



Decisions and actionsBusiness needs

Bridging the gap
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Analysis-ready data



Full spectrum of BI services

• Data preparation and modern data warehousing  

• Dashboards, reporting and visualizations in Power BI, Cognos 
and Tableau

• Hybrid BI environments (migrations, security, etc.)

• Software to accelerate bimodal BI and migrations

• BI services and support retainer (expertise on demand)

• Training and mentoring
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Instructor-led online courses Self-paced learning

MentoringTailored group sessions

Complete BI training



A long, strong history of success

•20+ years

•1350+ clients

•3000+ projects
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Join the
Senturus team

We’re hiring talented and experienced professionals
• Senior Cognos BI Architect/Project Manager

• Senior Microsoft BI Architect
• Senior Azure Architect

• Modern Analytics Solution Architect

• ETL Developer

• And more

See job descriptions: https://senturus.com/why-senturus/careers/

Send your resume to jobs@senturus.com

https://senturus.com/why-senturus/careers/
mailto:jobs@senturus.com


Q & A

•If your question or issue 

is broader than what we 

are able to answer today, 

contact us at:

• info@senturus.com

•and we will set up a 

free consultation.
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www.senturus.com 888-601-6010 info@senturus.com

Thank You


