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Overview of self-service data prep for Tableau



GoToWebinar control panel

2

Submit questions

in this section

Click arrow to restore 

full control panel



3

To obtain this presentation

Visit the Resource Library 

on the Senturus website 

to download this presentation 

and explore other assets:

senturus.com/resources
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Agenda

• Introductions

• Tableau Prep overview

• Senturus overview

• Additional resources

• Q&A
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Tableau Prep overview

Components

Why you need Tableau Prep?

Current capabilities (demo) 

Coming soon 

Licensing requirements
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Introductions

Patrick Powers

Data Scientist, Consultant and Trainer

Senturus, Inc.

Michael Weinhauer

Director of Training and Content

Senturus, Inc.
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Poll #1

How do you currently prepare your data?

• Tableau Prep

• Tableau Desktop

• Third party ETL tool (example: Alteryx)

• Done at the “back end”  (Excel or DB views)
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Poll #2

What are your data challenges? (select all that apply)

• Data is in the wrong format

• Data comes from multiple sources

• Data is at different granularity

• Data is not “analysis friendly”

• Takes too long to make vizzes
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Components

Tableau Prep Builder 
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Tableau Prep Conductor



Why do you need to prepare data?
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Why do you need to prepare data?
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Good data vs. bad data

• Accurate

• Up-to-date

• Informational
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Data issues - examples

Data is in the wrong format

Data comes from multiple sources

Data is at different granularity

Data is not “analysis friendly” 

Outliers and data “mistakes”
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Preparing data for Tableau - options

• Tableau Desktop

• 3rd party ETL tools

• Alteryx
• Informatica

• Prepare on the “back-end”

• Database views
• Data manipulation in Excel

• Tableau Prep
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Advantages of using Tableau Prep
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•Free with Tableau Creator

•Graphical interface (ease of use)

•Integrated with Tableau Desktop

•Documented and repeatable steps

•Data preview



Tableau Prep - demo
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Coming soon to Tableau Prep 

• Features in 2020.2 (current beta)

• Tableau Builder - incremental data refresh

• Tableau Builder - Salesforce Data Connector 

• Other upcoming features (announced at TC19 dates tbd)

• Web interface for Tableau Prep Builder 

• Write output to database table
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Licensing requirements
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1. Tableau Prep Builder is part of Tableau Creator license

2. Tableau Prep Conductor is part of the Data Management “add-on” 

More info: https://senturus.com/blog/tableaus-new-licensing-creator-explorer-and-viewer-explained/

https://senturus.com/blog/tableaus-new-licensing-creator-explorer-and-viewer-explained/


New Tableau Prep class

•Instructor-led online

•May 21

•Learn how to combine, shape and clean 

•data for analysis. Perform joins, unions, 

•pivots and aggregations.

• https://senturus.com/training/course-schedule/tableau-prep/
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https://senturus.com/training/course-schedule/tableau-prep/


The authority in 
Business Intelligence

Exclusively focused on BI, 

Senturus is unrivaled in its 

expertise across the BI stack.
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Decisions & actionsBusiness needs

Bridging the data & decisioning gap
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Analysis-ready data



Full spectrum BI services

• Dashboards, reporting and visualizations

• Data preparation and modern data warehousing  

• Hybrid BI environments (migrations, security, etc.)

• Software to enable bimodal BI and platform migrations

• BI support retainer (expertise on demand)

• Training and mentoring
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A long, strong history of success 

• 19+ years

• 1300+ clients

• 2500+ projects
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Expand your 
knowledge

Find more resources 

on the Senturus website:

senturus.com/senturus-resources
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Upcoming events

•Power BI Row Level Security

•Thursday, May 21, 2020, 11am PT/2pm ET

•Accelerating BI Migrations

•Cognos, Tableau and Power BI

•Thursday, May 28, 2020, 11am PT/2pm ET

•Cognos Framework Manager vs. Data Modules

•Thursday, Jun 25, 2020, 11am PT/2pm ET
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Complete BI training
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Instructor-led online courses Self-paced learning

MentoringTailored group sessions



Additional resources
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Insider viewpointsTechnical tipsUnbiased product reviews

Product demos Upcoming eventsMore on this subject



More on this topic

• Tableau Licensing Explained

• How to Use Table and LOD Calcs in Tableau 

• Data Modeling Comparison: Tableau, Cognos & Power BI

• Building Dazzling Tableau Dashboards

• Tableau Prep Full Day Class
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https://senturus.com/blog/tableaus-new-licensing-creator-explorer-and-viewer-explained/
https://senturus.com/resources/uncomplicating-complex-data-aggregations-in-tableau/
https://senturus.com/resources/data-modeling-comparison-tableau-cognos-and-power-bi/
https://senturus.com/resources/dazzling-tableau-dashboards/
https://senturus.com/training/choosing-tableau-class/


Q & A

•If your question or issue 

is broader than what we 

are able to answer today, 

contact us at:

• info@senturus.com

•and we will set up a 

free consultation.
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