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• Presenter Introduction

• Overview – What is CAFE?

• CAFE Demonstration and Use Cases

• Senturus Introduction

• Special Offers

• Additional Resources

• Q & A

Today’s Agenda
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With which product do you have the most experience?

• Cognos Business Intelligence

• Cognos TM1

• Microsoft Excel

Poll Question #1
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What is the status of CAFE in your organization?

• Currently using CAFE

• Considering CAFE

• No plans to use CAFE

Poll Question #2

7Copyright 2015  Senturus, Inc.   All Rights Reserved



What is CAFE?

OVERVIEW



Overview
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What is CAFE?

• Excel add-in (IBM Cognos tab/ribbon)

• Provides analytical and report authoring capabilities 
against Cognos BI packages and TM1 cubes

• Evolving as the successor to TM1 Perspectives, the 
legacy add-in for TM1 forms and reports

• Productivity tool to streamline report writing tasks
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Overview

10

Why use CAFE?

• Excel is the most widely used reporting tool with 
estimates of nearly 1 billion users.  Many reports will 
be done in Excel; CAFE can make the task more 
productive, reliable and accurate.

• Leveraging Excel skills can broaden authoring and self-
service capabilities within the organization.

• Enables IT/BI groups to focus on high priority, high 
impact projects, and delegate some report writing to 
business users. 

• Best of both worlds:  Excel ease-of-use, cell-based 
calculations and formatting, charting, print precision 
combined with refreshable links to governed, system of 
record data.
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Overview
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CAFE vs. TM1 Perspectives
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Feature CAFE Perspectives

WAN Performance Good Citrix or equivalent 

required

Write back, sandboxes, spreading, 

data entry shortcuts

Yes Yes

Reporting Yes Yes

Active Forms (dynamic rows) No Yes

Development Capabilities Limited Full



CAFE DEMONSTRATION



Demonstration
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CAFE Modes
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• Exploration – List or Crosstab (BI and TM1)

• Cell-based (BI)

• Flex View (TM1)



Demonstration
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Launch CAFE

• Click IBM Cognos icon

• IBM Cognos panel opens to access server content

Copyright 2015  Senturus, Inc.   All Rights Reserved



Demonstration
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Logon

• Logon to BI, TM1 or both

• Functionality is based on the selected system
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Demonstration
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Exploration Overview

• Works with both BI and TM1 data sources

• Behaves like Analysis Studio/TM1 Cube viewer within 
Excel

• Limit: one exploration per worksheet /tab

• Each exploration can reference a different data source 
within a single Excel Workbook

• Governed data can be combined with local, cell-level 
calculations, formatting and commentary

• Starting point for other modes
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Demonstration
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Exploration Example:

• Multi-page report referencing a BI and a TM1 data source

• Excel formatting, chart and commentary

• Excel page setup / print functionality
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Demonstration
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Cell-based Overview

• Works with BI sources only (note: TM1 can be 
configured as a BI source)

• Data from multiple sources can be included on a single 
sheet

• Data access implemented with Excel functions 
(COGNAME and COGVAL)

• No IBM Cognos toolbar, limited right-mouse menu
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Demonstration
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Cell-based Example

• Multiple data sources on a single sheet
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Demonstration
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Flex View Overview

• Works with TM1 sources only

• Ability to combine data from multiple cubes/servers on 
a single sheet

• Views can be linked to each other to share parameters

• TM1 functionality includes write back, spreading and 
sandboxes 

• Excel cell-level calculations, formatting and 
commentary
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Demonstration
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Flex View Example:

• Multiple Flex Views on a single sheet

• Link context cells

• Asymmetric crosstab

• Excel formatting, calculations
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CONCLUSIONS



Conclusion
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CAFE Advantages

• Enables IT to focus on data management and enterprise 
wide reporting, and delegate some report writing to 
business users

• Improves productivity

• Combines governed data with local data, calculations, 
formatting and commentary

• Easy to reference multiple data sources in a single 
workbook, and a single sheet in some cases

• Business users can overcome technically challenging 
authoring by leveraging Excel skills
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Conclusion
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CAFE Advice

• Train CAFE users on BI/TM1 exploration tools.  
Experience with Excel does not eliminate the need for 
Cognos BI or TM1 knowledge.

• Develop guidelines within your organization for when to 
use CAFE versus Cognos BI for report development.

• Leverage CAFE as tool for business users to prototype 
and provide specifications for BI report requests

• Do not use CAFE to download large data sets.  There 
are more efficient ways to move large amounts of data 
to the desktop.

Copyright 2015  Senturus, Inc.   All Rights Reserved



Who we are

SENTURUS INTRODUCTION



Senturus:  Business Analytics Consultants
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C-Level 
Business 
Acumen

Technical/To
ol Expertise*

Deep Data 
Experience

Project 
Management 

Rigor

Business
Intelligence

Enterprise
Planning

Predictive
Analytics



900+ Clients, 2000+ Projects, 15 Years
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SPECIAL OFFERS
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Customized demonstration of CAFE to your 
organization’s business users

• Customized to your environment and user adoption 
issues

• Highlight how CAFE could address end user reporting 
challenges

Free CAFE Workshop
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Includes

• CAFÉ workstation installation and configuration 

• Customized documentation of the installation 
procedures for enterprise wide deployment

• Development of an initial CAFE workbook

• Publish to Cognos Connection

• Knowledge transfer session

All for only $1995

For more details and prerequisites: 
info@senturus.com or 888.601.6010 ext. 85

CAFE Quick Start Program
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Promotion Code: SC15SENTURUS

Save $400 on Registration

• Register by Friday, September 18, using code SC15SENTURUS, 
and you’ll receive an additional $100 off of the IBM Insight Early 
Bird discount rate, for a total saving of $400 off of the standard 
rate. 

Receive a $200 Senturus Training Credit

• By using our code, you’ll also receive a $200 Senturus training 
credit, good towards any of our live, online Cognos and Tableau 
training classes. 

http://www.senturus.com/ibm-insight-2015/

Save $600 on IBM Insight Registration
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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www.senturus.com/events

Upcoming Events

33Copyright 2015  Senturus, Inc.   All Rights Reserved

http://www.senturus.com/events


Resources on www.senturus.com
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*Custom, tailored training also available*

Cognos & Tableau Training: Online or Onsite
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Q & A



Thank You!

www.senturus.com 

888-601-6010

info@senturus.com
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